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Top 10 Best Things to See &
Do in Hong Kong

Monday newsletters feature top 10 travel lists to inspire.
Today: Top 10 Best Things to See & Do in Hong Kong

Hong Kong is one of the world’s most thrilling destinations, where
futuristic skyscrapers rise beside ancient temples, neon-lit streets
meet lush mountain trails, and Michelin-starred dining exists
alongside humble noodle shops that have been serving locals for
generations. The city's unique blend of Chinese heritage and
international influence creates an atmosphere unlike anywhere else
in Asia. Whether you are admiring the skyline from Victoria Harbour,
wandering through old fishing villages, indulging in world-class
cuisine, or hiking dramatic coastal trails, Hong Kong constantly
surprises visitors with its diversity and energy. It is a city that rewards
curiosity, where every neighborhood reveals a completely different
side of local life. From iconic attractions to hidden corners filled with
history and culture, this spectacular global city offers unforgettable
experiences for every kind of traveler. Here are the top 10 best things
to see and do in Hong Kong.

https://theluxurytravelexpert.com/top-10-best-things-to-see-do-in-hong-kong/
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Below, you can watch my YouTube walking tour through Hong Kong,
filmed during my recent stop in the city. The video captures the
incredible atmosphere, vibrant streets, famous landmarks, and
nonstop energy that make Hong Kong such an unforgettable
destination. If you think | missed a must-see attraction or hidden gem
in Hong Kong, feel free to leave a comment below and share your
recommendations.

10. Visit Historical Temples and
Religious Monuments

Despite Hong Kong's reputation as a modern financial powerhouse,
the city is filled with beautiful temples and spiritual landmarks that
preserve centuries of Chinese tradition and culture. One of the most
famous is Wong Tai Sin Temple, where worshippers light incense and
pray for good fortune beneath richly decorated red-and-gold
pavilions. Another must-visit is the serene Chi Lin Nunnery, a peaceful
Buddhist complex built entirely from wood using traditional Tang
Dynasty architecture techniques, surrounded by elegant lotus ponds
and manicured gardens. On Lantau Island, the massive Tian Tan
Buddha, often called the Big Buddha, towers above the mountains
and remains one of Hong Kong's most iconic sights. The nearby Po
Lin Monastery adds to the spiritual atmosphere with its grand halls
and vegetarian cuisine. Exploring these sacred places offers a
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completely different perspective on the city, away from the busy

shopping districts and towering skyscrapers.

FOLLOW ON INSTAGRAM

luxurytravelexpert

Visit Historical Temples and Religious Monuments

9. Explore Hong Kong's Great
Outdoors

Many first-time visitors are surprised to discover that a huge portion
of Hong Kong consists of protected parks, mountains, beaches, and
scenic hiking trails rather than urban development. The city is a
paradise for outdoor lovers, offering dramatic landscapes only
minutes away from crowded districts. Dragon’s Back is one of the
most famous hikes, with panoramic coastal views and rolling green
hills that feel worlds away from downtown Hong Kong. Sai Kung is

another incredible escape, known for its pristine beaches, turquoise
waters, seafood villages, and volcanic rock formations. Visitors can
kayak through hidden coves, hike along rugged coastlines, or simply
relax on soft sandy beaches. Lantau Island also offers beautiful trails
through forests and mountain scenery, while the Hong Kong Geopark

showcases fascinating geological formations and sea caves. Even
within the city, places like Victoria Peak Garden and the Mid-Levels
provide pockets of greenery and fresh air.

Follow me on Instagram

FOLLOW ON YOUTUBE
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8. Wander Around the Old Rural
Villages of Hong Kong

Phenomenal Soneva Jani
Beyond the glittering skyline and modern urban districts, Hong Kong

Maldives

still preserves a fascinating collection of old rural villages that offer a

glimpse into the region’s traditional past. In the New Territories,

centuries-old Hakka villages and walled settlements remain

surprisingly untouched by rapid modernization. Places such as Kat

Hing Wai feature ancient defensive walls built to protect local

communities from pirates and invaders generations ago. Tai O

Fishing Village on Lantau Island is another unforgettable destination,

famous for its stilt houses standing above tidal waterways and its

slower pace of life. Walking through these villages feels like stepping Singapore Airlines A380 First
into another era, where narrow alleys, family temples, traditional Class trip
shops, and local markets continue daily routines much as they have

for decades. Visitors can sample handmade snacks, dried seafood,

herbal teas, and traditional pastries while chatting with longtime

residents.

Time + Tide Miavana, the world's
best resort
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7. Experience Temple Street Night
Market

Temple Street Night Market is one of Hong Kong's most atmospheric

and energetic street markets, offering visitors a vibrant glimpse into

the city’s nightlife and local culture. Located in Kowloon, this

legendary market truly comes alive after sunset, when rows of

glowing stalls fill the streets with color, noise, and irresistible aromas ~ Etihad Airways A380 First Class
from nearby food vendors. Visitors can browse everything from trip

souvenirs and electronics to jade jewelry, tea sets, clothing, antiques,
and quirky collectibles. The market is equally famous for its fortune
tellers, Cantonese opera singers, and lively open-air dining scene.
Small restaurants and street food stalls serve classic Hong Kong
dishes such as clay pot rice, seafood noodles, curry fish balls, and stir-
fried specialties late into the evening. The atmosphere feels chaotic
yet exciting, perfectly capturing the city’s nonstop energy. Neon lights
reflect off the crowded streets while locals bargain enthusiastically
with vendors. Temple Street is not just a shopping destination but a The Brando, French Polynesia
cultural experience that reveals Hong Kong's authentic street life.

Spending an evening here allows travelers to immerse themselves in

the sounds, flavors, and spirit of old Hong Kong.
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6. Explore Central and Its Iconic Top 10 Things to See & Do n
Streets Alaska

Central is the beating heart of Hong Kong, where futuristic Travel News: This Month (August

skyscrapers, colonial-era buildings, luxury shopping, and bustling 2026) in Luxury Travel
street life all collide in spectacular fashion. This district showcases the  Review: Okeya Kyujiro, Michelin-

city’s dramatic contrasts better than anywhere else. Visitors can Starred Omakase Restaurant
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admire famous towers that dominate the skyline before wandering (Vancouver)

through hidden laneways packed with trendy cafés, art galleries, and )
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historic architecture. One of the most photogenic spots is Pottinger _ .
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lined by boutiques and old storefronts that reflect the city's colonial
heritage. Another unforgettable experience is riding the Central-Mid- ~ Which Airlines Offer External
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system, which cuts through lively neighborhoods filled with _ _
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Business Class (Dublin to

stop in SoHo for international dining or visit Man Mo Temple, one of ,
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the oldest temples in the city.
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5. Stay at a Hong Kong Luxury Hotel

Hong Kong is home to some of the finest urban luxury hotels on
Earth, making a glamorous hotel stay one of the city’s greatest
experiences. Properties such as Rosewood Hong Kong, Four Seasons
Hotel Hong Kong, The Upper House, and Regent Hong Kong redefine
hospitality with extraordinary service, breathtaking harbor views,
elegant interiors, and world-class dining. Many rooms overlook
Victoria Harbour, allowing guests to wake up to one of the world’s
most iconic skylines. The city’s luxury hotels are destinations in
themselves, often featuring award-winning spas, rooftop pools,
stylish cocktail bars, and Michelin-starred restaurants. Afternoon tea
at these hotels has become a beloved Hong Kong tradition,
combining refined British influences with Asian sophistication. Even
travelers who do not stay overnight often visit these properties for
cocktails, dining experiences, or skyline views. Hong Kong's luxury
hospitality scene reflects the city’s global status and reputation for
excellence.

https://theluxurytravelexpert.com/top-10-best-things-to-see-do-in-hong-kong/ 6/11



9/9/26, 1:16 AM Top 10 Best Things to See & Do in Hong Kong - Luxury Travel Expert

4. Explore Hong Kong's Incredible
Dining Scene

Hong Kong is widely considered one of the greatest food cities in the
world, offering an astonishing variety of cuisines ranging from
humble street food to some of the planet's most celebrated fine
dining restaurants. The city boasts an extraordinary number of
Michelin-starred establishments, with famous names serving
everything from Cantonese seafood and dim sum to innovative
international tasting menus. Yet one of the best things about dining
in Hong Kong is that exceptional food exists at every price level.
Travelers can enjoy world-class roast goose, wonton noodles,
pineapple buns, and milk tea from tiny family-run eateries just as
memorable as luxury restaurants. Districts like Central, Sheung Wan,
Tsim Sha Tsui, and Causeway Bay are packed with exciting culinary
experiences, while hidden local gems can be discovered in almost
every neighborhood. Seafood lovers can visit Sai Kung or Lei Yue Mun
for fresh catches prepared in traditional Cantonese style.
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3. Visit The Peak and Walk Lugard
Road

No visit to Hong Kong is complete without experiencing Victoria Peak,
the city’s most famous viewpoint and one of the most spectacular
urban panoramas in the world. Travelers can reach the summit
aboard the historic Peak Tram, which climbs steeply through the
hillside while revealing increasingly dramatic skyline views. Once at
the top, visitors are rewarded with breathtaking scenery overlooking
Victoria Harbour, Kowloon, surrounding islands, and endless
skyscrapers stretching into the distance. While the observation decks
are popular, one of the best experiences is walking along Lugard
Road, a peaceful circular path surrounded by lush greenery and
hidden lookout points. The walk provides stunning photo
opportunities away from the crowds and showcases the remarkable
contrast between Hong Kong's dense urban landscape and natural

mountain setting. Sunset and nighttime are especially magical, when
the city lights begin to sparkle beneath the dark hillsides.
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2. Ride the Star Ferry

The Star Ferry is far more than a simple mode of transportation; it is
one of Hong Kong's most beloved cultural icons and one of the
world's great ferry rides. Operating since the late nineteenth century,
these historic green-and-white ferries transport passengers across
Victoria Harbour between Hong Kong Island and Kowloon while
offering incredible skyline views for only a small fare. The short
journey captures the essence of Hong Kong perfectly, combining
maritime history, urban energy, and breathtaking scenery. Sitting on
the upper deck as the ferry glides across the harbor allows travelers
to admire towering skyscrapers, busy shipping lanes, and famous
landmarks from the water. Both daytime and nighttime rides are
memorable, though evenings are especially magical when the skyline
glows with colorful lights reflecting across the harbor. The gentle
breeze, old-fashioned interiors, and nostalgic atmosphere make the

experience feel timeless despite the futuristic city surrounding it.

star ferry hong kong

1. Walk the Kowloon Waterfront
Promenade

The Kowloon waterfront promenade offers one of the finest urban
walks anywhere in the world, delivering nonstop views of Hong Kong
Island’s legendary skyline across Victoria Harbour. Stretching along
Tsim Sha Tsui, the promenade is especially beautiful in the evening,
when the city transforms into a dazzling display of lights and
reflections. Visitors can stroll past the Avenue of Stars, admire public
art installations, relax beside the harbor, and watch traditional ferries
crossing the water against a backdrop of towering skyscrapers. Every
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night, the famous Symphony of Lights show illuminates the skyline
with synchronized lasers, colorful lights, and music, creating a
spectacular visual performance visible from the waterfront. The
atmosphere along the promenade is lively yet relaxing, with couples,
photographers, joggers, and families all gathering to enjoy the
scenery. Nearby attractions, shopping centers, rooftop bars, and

restaurants make it easy to spend an entire evening in the area.

Follow me on Instagram, YouTube, X (Twitter) or Facebook for a daily
moment of travel inspiration
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