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Luxury cruising is no longer simply about sailing from one destination to another. Today, it is an

immersive travel experience centered around exceptional service, refined comfort, and highly

personalized experiences at sea. Over the past decade, the world’s best luxury cruise lines have

transformed their ships into sophisticated floating resorts, combining the intimacy of boutique hotels

with the amenities and service of five-star resorts. Imagine waking up to panoramic ocean views from a

private veranda, enjoying breakfast prepared by your personal butler, and spending the morning in a

tranquil spa inspired by wellness traditions from around the world. Later, you might join a cooking class

with a Michelin-starred chef, take a helicopter flight over dramatic glacial fjords, or return to the yacht

for a champagne reception on deck. In the evening, you can savor fine dining, attend a concert beneath

the stars, or simply retreat to your suite and watch the moonlight shimmer across the ocean.

Luxury travel at sea is undergoing a remarkable transformation. While traditional ultra-luxury cruise

ships continue to offer some of the most sophisticated travel experiences in the world, a new

generation of luxury superyachts and hotel-branded yachts is taking exclusivity to another level. These

vessels combine the amenities of a five-star resort with the intimacy, design and relaxed atmosphere

traditionally associated with private yachting. The arrival of superyachts from some of the world’s most

prestigious hospitality brands has blurred the line between cruising and yachting. The Ritz-Carlton now

operates a growing fleet of luxury superyachts, Four Seasons has taken its legendary hospitality to sea,

and Orient Express has entered the market with an extraordinary sailing yacht. At the same time,

established cruise companies such as Regent Seven Seas Cruises, Seabourn, Silversea and Explora

Journeys continue to push the boundaries of luxury cruising.

From enormous suites and private terraces to Michelin-inspired cuisine, spectacular spas, infinity pools,

marinas and almost one-to-one crew ratios, these vessels represent the very top end of ocean travel.

Some explore glamorous Mediterranean ports and Caribbean islands, while others venture deep into

Antarctica and the Arctic. Here is my selection of the 10 most luxurious cruise ships and superyachts in

the world in 2026.

Think I forgot a luxury cruise ship or superyacht? Let me know in the comments.

10. Le Commandant Charcot – Ponant

Few luxury cruise ships are capable of taking their guests somewhere as extraordinary as Le

Commandant Charcot. Operated by French luxury cruise line Ponant, this pioneering polar expedition

ship combines the capabilities of a powerful icebreaker with the refined atmosphere of an intimate five-

star hotel. Le Commandant Charcot was purpose-built for some of the most challenging environments

on Earth and is capable of reaching destinations that are inaccessible to most other passenger vessels,

including the geographic North Pole. Despite its formidable technical capabilities, the onboard

experience is anything but utilitarian. The interiors blend contemporary French elegance with

Scandinavian influences, using natural woods, soft fabrics and large panoramic windows that keep the

spectacular polar landscapes constantly in view. The ship accommodates only around 245 guests,

creating an intimate atmosphere and allowing for highly personalized service. Staterooms and suites

feature private balconies or terraces, while some of the largest accommodations offer generous living

areas and exceptional views.

Days aboard Le Commandant Charcot revolve around exploration. Depending on the destination and

conditions, guests can participate in Zodiac excursions, hiking, kayaking and other expedition activities

accompanied by an expert team of naturalists and guides. The ship also supports scientific research,

giving passengers an opportunity to learn more about the fragile environments through which they are

traveling. Back onboard, the experience becomes remarkably indulgent. Facilities include an indoor

swimming pool, outdoor heated lagoon, spa and wellness center, fitness facilities and several

sophisticated lounges. Gastronomy is another highlight, with French-inspired cuisine and menus

developed in collaboration with renowned chef Alain Ducasse. Le Commandant Charcot is therefore

much more than an expedition ship. It is one of the most technologically advanced passenger vessels

ever created and provides an extraordinary way to explore the planet’s most remote polar landscapes

without sacrificing comfort, cuisine or luxury.

Ship website: Le Commandant Charcot
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Type: Ultra-luxury polar expedition cruise ship

9. Crystal Serenity – Crystal

Crystal Serenity represents a more traditional interpretation of luxury cruising, but few ships deliver

that experience with quite the same combination of space, service and sophisticated onboard living.

Following an extensive refurbishment, Crystal Serenity offers an exceptionally spacious experience for

its relatively small number of guests. The redesigned accommodations place a strong emphasis on

suites, residential comfort and contemporary elegance, while the ship’s generous public areas ensure

that it rarely feels crowded. Service has long been one of Crystal’s defining characteristics. A high crew-

to-guest ratio enables attentive and highly personalized hospitality, contributing to an atmosphere

reminiscent of a grand hotel at sea.

Dining is another major reason Crystal Serenity continues to stand out in the luxury cruise market.

Among its signature restaurants is Umi Uma by Nobu Matsuhisa, which brings the celebrated chef’s

Japanese-Peruvian cuisine to sea. Guests can also enjoy refined Italian cuisine, contemporary

international dishes and elegant afternoon tea, while numerous lounges and bars provide intimate

spaces for drinks and socializing. The ship also offers extensive wellness and entertainment facilities,

including a spa, fitness center, swimming pool, theater, lounges and enrichment programs. Longer

itineraries and world cruises make Crystal Serenity particularly attractive to guests who appreciate slow

travel and want a ship that feels comfortable enough to become a temporary home. Crystal Serenity

may not have the superyacht styling of the newest hotel-branded vessels, but its combination of

spaciousness, fine dining and famously attentive service earns it a place among the world’s most

luxurious cruise ships.

Ship website: Crystal Serenity

Type: Ultra-luxury cruise ship

8. Scenic Eclipse – Scenic

Marketed as a Discovery Yacht, Scenic Eclipse combines the adventurous capabilities of an expedition

ship with many of the features normally associated with a private superyacht. The result is one of the

most distinctive ultra-luxury vessels currently sailing. Scenic Eclipse accommodates only 228 guests on

most voyages, giving the vessel an intimate atmosphere despite its extensive facilities. All

accommodations are suites with private verandas, while butler service and a high crew-to-guest ratio

add to the personalized character of the onboard experience. What really sets Scenic Eclipse apart,

however, is its extraordinary collection of exploration equipment. The yacht carries helicopters that can

take guests high above some of the world’s most dramatic landscapes, as well as a submersible

designed to reveal an entirely different perspective beneath the surface of the ocean. A fleet of Zodiacs,

kayaks and other expedition equipment allows guests to explore remote coastlines and wildlife-rich

destinations even more closely.
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The adventurous side of Scenic Eclipse is balanced by an impressive luxury offering onboard. Guests

can choose from multiple dining experiences ranging from contemporary Asian cuisine to French fine

dining, while the extensive Senses Spa provides a tranquil retreat after a day of exploration. Outdoor

areas, observation lounges and expansive windows maintain a strong connection with the surrounding

landscape. Whether Scenic Eclipse is sailing through Antarctica, exploring remote islands or cruising

along the Mediterranean coastline, the emphasis remains on combining discovery with comfort. Few

ships manage to combine such serious expedition capabilities with the amenities of a luxury resort. For

travelers who want helicopter flights, submarine dives and Zodiac adventures without sacrificing

gourmet dining, spacious suites and personalized service, Scenic Eclipse remains one of the most

remarkable luxury cruise ships – or perhaps more accurately, discovery superyachts – in the world.

Yacht website: Scenic Eclipse

Type: Ultra-luxury discovery yacht

7. Explora I – Explora Journeys

Explora I represents a new, more contemporary interpretation of luxury cruising. Operated by Explora

Journeys, the luxury lifestyle brand of the MSC Group, the ship was designed to feel less like a

conventional cruise vessel and more like an elegant resort or private yacht at sea. The atmosphere is

sophisticated but deliberately relaxed, with European-inspired interiors, expansive outdoor areas and

an emphasis on connecting guests with the ocean. Accommodation is entirely ocean-facing, with

spacious suites, penthouses and residences featuring floor-to-ceiling windows and private terraces.

Explora I also offers several heated swimming pools, including beautiful outdoor spaces overlooking the

sea. Dining is another major focus, with six restaurants complemented by numerous bars and lounges.

Rather than relying on one large main restaurant, the ship offers a collection of distinct culinary

experiences ranging from Mediterranean cuisine to Asian-inspired fine dining. The result is a luxury

cruise experience that feels considerably more residential than that of many traditional ships. With its

generous passenger-to-space ratio, contemporary design, extensive wellness facilities and sophisticated

dining, Explora I is particularly appealing to travelers who enjoy the facilities of a larger luxury vessel but

prefer the atmosphere of a boutique hotel.

Ship website: Explora 1

Type: Luxury cruise ship

6. Silver Endeavour – Silversea

Silver Endeavour combines two seemingly opposite worlds: extreme expedition travel and

uncompromising luxury. Purpose-built to explore some of the most remote regions on Earth, the ship

carries only 220 guests and has a crew of approximately the same size. This remarkable crew-to-guest

ratio creates an exceptionally personalized experience, even when sailing through the wildest corners of

Antarctica and the Arctic. Every suite features a private balcony, while the interiors favor understated

contemporary luxury rather than the utilitarian atmosphere sometimes associated with expedition
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ships. Several restaurants and lounges, an extensive spa and wellness facilities provide a luxurious

retreat after days spent exploring remote landscapes.

Of course, the real reason to travel aboard Silver Endeavour is where the ship can take you. Its

expedition capabilities allow guests to explore polar environments accompanied by experienced

expedition teams, with Zodiac excursions and other activities bringing travelers remarkably close to

glaciers, icebergs and wildlife. Silver Endeavour is therefore not simply one of the world’s most

luxurious expedition ships; it is one of the most luxurious cruise ships of any kind. Few travel

experiences can match the contrast of spending a day exploring one of Earth’s most pristine wilderness

areas before returning to butler service, gourmet dining and an elegant suite overlooking the ice.

Ship website: Silver Endeavour

Type: Ultra-luxury expedition cruise ship

5. Seven Seas Splendor – Regent Seven Seas Cruises

Seven Seas Splendor remains one of the finest examples of traditional ultra-luxury cruising. Unlike the

smaller superyachts at the top of this list, the Regent Seven Seas vessel offers the facilities and grandeur

of a substantial cruise ship while maintaining a remarkably high level of space and personalized service.

The ship accommodates 746 guests in 373 suites, all of which feature private balconies.

Accommodation ranges from spacious entry-level suites to the spectacular Regent Suite, while the

public areas are characterized by marble, dramatic chandeliers, carefully curated artwork and

sumptuous furnishings.

Dining is one of Seven Seas Splendor’s strongest features. Guests can choose between several

sophisticated venues, including the elegant French restaurant Chartreuse and Asian-inspired Pacific

Rim, while Regent’s highly inclusive approach means that many of the elements that would carry an

additional charge on other cruise lines are incorporated into the experience. Seven Seas Splendor may

represent a more traditional vision of luxury cruising than the new hotel-branded superyachts, but that

is also part of its appeal. Its grand interiors, spacious suites, polished service and extensive facilities

create the atmosphere of a glamorous floating palace. For travelers looking for a classic ultra-luxury

cruise experience rather than a yacht-style voyage, Seven Seas Splendor remains difficult to beat.

Ship website: Seven Seas Splendor – Regent Seven Seas Cruises

Type: Ultra-luxury cruise ship

4. Seabourne Venture – Seabourn

Seabourn Venture takes the intimate, highly personalized style for which Seabourn is known and

transports it to some of the most remote destinations on the planet. Carrying just 264 guests, the

purpose-built expedition ship was constructed to PC6 Polar Class standards and is equally comfortable

exploring polar waters and warmer regions. The ship’s all-suite accommodation combines

contemporary design with a warm residential atmosphere, while private verandas provide guests with
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their own viewing platform when sailing through spectacular landscapes. Seabourn’s famously attentive

service remains central to the experience, creating an atmosphere closer to a luxury yacht than a

conventional expedition vessel.

Adventure is a major component of every voyage. Seabourn Venture carries a fleet of Zodiacs and

kayaks, while a specialist expedition team accompanies guests on wildlife encounters and excursions in

remote destinations. This means travelers can spend the day surrounded by extraordinary wilderness

before returning to sophisticated restaurants, elegant lounges and luxurious wellness facilities. What

makes Seabourn Venture particularly special is how successfully it balances adventure and indulgence.

There is little sense that guests need to compromise on comfort in order to visit remote destinations.

Instead, the ship makes the expedition itself feel like a five-star experience.

Ship website: Seabourn Venture

Type: Ultra-luxury expedition cruise ship

Review: Read my review of Seabourn Venture  here.

3. Orient Express Corinthian – Orient Express Sailing

Yacht

Orient Express has spent more than a century synonymous with glamorous travel on land. With Orient

Express Corinthian, the legendary brand has transferred that heritage to the sea – and created one of

the most extraordinary luxury yachts in the world. At 220 m (721 ft) long, Orient Express Corinthian is

billed as the world’s largest sailing yacht. Yet despite its enormous dimensions, it accommodates a

maximum of only 110 guests in just 54 suites. Around 170 crew members look after those guests,

creating a level of space and personalized service that conventional cruise ships simply cannot replicate.

The yacht’s most distinctive feature is its spectacular sailing system. Three towering rigid sails allow

Corinthian to harness wind power when conditions permit, combining modern maritime technology

with the romance of traditional sailing. Its silhouette is unlike almost anything else at sea. Inside, the

design takes inspiration from the golden age of Orient Express travel, reinterpreting the elegance of the

1920s and 1930s for a contemporary audience. Every accommodation is a suite with panoramic sea

views, while some of the largest residences feature enormous terraces and private Jacuzzis.

Restaurants, intimate bars, wellness facilities, a marina and beautifully designed social spaces create

the atmosphere of an exclusive floating hotel. Orient Express Corinthian introduces something

genuinely different to the luxury cruise market: the romance of traveling under sail combined with the

glamour and service associated with one of the world’s most famous travel brands.

Yacht website: Orient Express Corinthian

Type: Luxury sailing superyacht

2. Four Seasons I – Four Seasons Yachts
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Four Seasons has entered the world of luxury travel at sea in spectacular fashion. Four Seasons I, which

embarked on its maiden voyage in the Mediterranean in March 2026, is deliberately positioned as a

luxury yacht rather than a conventional cruise ship – and the distinction becomes obvious when looking

at its extraordinary amount of space, accommodations and service. The 207 m (679 ft) vessel has just 95

suites and approximately a one-to-one guest-to-staff ratio. Every suite offers floor-to-ceiling ocean views

and a private terrace, while many of the larger accommodations feature extensive outdoor areas and

private plunge pools. The yacht’s most spectacular accommodations rank among the largest and most

extravagant ever created at sea.

The design draws inspiration from the golden age of yachting but interprets it through a contemporary

Four Seasons lens. Light-filled interiors flow into expansive terraces, while the relatively low number of

guests gives the yacht an atmosphere that is much closer to an exclusive floating resort than a

traditional cruise ship. Four Seasons I also offers an impressive collection of restaurants and lounges,

extensive wellness facilities, beautiful pool areas and a transverse marina that opens directly onto the

sea. The latter transforms the stern of the yacht into a watersports platform when conditions permit,

reinforcing the feeling of traveling aboard a private superyacht. Perhaps most importantly, Four

Seasons brings decades of experience operating some of the world’s finest hotels and resorts to the

ocean. The result is not simply another ultra-luxury cruise ship but a different interpretation of travel at

sea – one focused on privacy, residential-style accommodation, personalized service and the relaxed

lifestyle associated with private yachting.

Yacht website: Four Seasons I

Type: Luxury superyacht

1. Luminara – The Ritz-Carlton Yacht Collection

Taking the number-one spot on my list is Luminara, the spectacular third superyacht from The Ritz-

Carlton Yacht Collection. Launched in July 2025, Luminara represents the most evolved expression yet

of Ritz-Carlton’s vision of bringing the atmosphere and service of a luxury resort to sea. At

approximately 241 m (790 ft) long, Luminara is substantially larger than the collection’s original yacht,

Evrima, but still carries only 452 guests in 226 suites. Every suite has its own private ocean-view terrace,

creating a strong connection with the sea and avoiding the interior cabins found on conventional cruise

ships. The yacht also carries around 374 officers and crew, contributing to a highly personalized level of

service. Luminara’s interiors are spectacular. The public spaces feel like those of a contemporary five-

star hotel, with soaring spaces, striking artwork, floor-to-ceiling windows and a seamless transition

between indoor and outdoor living. The yacht offers multiple restaurants and bars, sophisticated

lounges, expansive pool decks and The Ritz-Carlton Spa.

One of Luminara’s defining features is its connection to the ocean. At the stern, an expansive marina

creates direct access to the water, while the yacht’s outdoor spaces include beautiful terraces and

swimming pools designed around panoramic sea views. The overall atmosphere is relaxed and

residential despite the yacht’s considerable size. Dining is another highlight. Luminara features several

distinctive culinary concepts, ranging from Mediterranean-inspired cuisine to Asian flavors and the

sophisticated Seta su Luminara, an intimate fine-dining restaurant. The variety and quality of the venues

make the culinary experience feel much closer to staying at a world-class resort than sailing aboard a

traditional cruise vessel. Luminara also benefits from being large enough to provide extensive resort-

style facilities while remaining small enough to offer a distinctly yacht-like atmosphere. It can combine

glamorous destinations and smaller ports with days spent simply enjoying the vessel itself.

Yacht website: Luminara – The Ritz-Carlton Yacht Collection

Type: Luxury superyacht

https://www.fourseasonsyachts.com/
https://i0.wp.com/theluxurytravelexpert.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/YCT_012_original.jpg?ssl=1
https://i0.wp.com/theluxurytravelexpert.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/YCT_012_original.jpg?ssl=1
https://www.ritzcarltonyachtcollection.com/yachts/luminara/
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Disclosure: The Ritz-Carlton Yacht Collection provided this voyage on a complimentary basis. All opinions and

observations are my own.
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